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Risk Indicators for Not Graduating 
 

For All Students 
Risk Indicator Timeframe/Threshold 

 

Grade retention Repeating a grade in elementary, middle or high school4, 12, 15, 18
 

For High School Students 
Risk Indicator Timeframe National Threshold Local Threshold 

Attendance First 20 (or 30) days of 
school, end of each 
grading period, end of 
year 

Missed 10% or more of instructional time 
(excused and/or unexcused absences) 2, 3, 4

 

 

Behavior Per grading period, end 
of year 

1 or more days of suspension3, 4
  

Mobility Per grading period, end 
of year 

1 or more move6, 18
  

Course 
Performance 

Per grading period Failed one or more semester courses, any 

subject1, 2, 3, 6 

D or F in one or more 
semester courses, core 

subjects24
 

GPA Per grading period Achieve 2.0 or lower on a 4-point scale2, 3, 5
  

End of Year 
Indicator 

End of year Failed two or more semester core courses 
or accumulated fewer credits than the 
number required for promotion to the next 

grade1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8 

 

For Middle School Students 
Risk Indicator Timeframe National Threshold Local Threshold 

Attendance First 20 (or 30) days of 
school, end of each 
grading period, end of 
year 

Missed 20% or more of instructional time 
(excused and/or unexcused absences) 3, 5, 8,

 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15 

10+ days absent in prior 
years (excused and/or 

unexcused absences) 23
 

Behavior Per grading period, end 
of year 

1 or more days of suspension, Received a 
poor behavior grade from their teachers3,

 
11, 12, 15 

1 or more days suspended 
or expelled 

Mobility Per grading period, end 
of year 

1 or more move after experiencing 
difficulty6, 10, 18

 

1 move in prior year (school 
or district) 23

 

Course 
Performance 

Per grading period Failed Math or English3, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15
 D or F in one or more 

semester courses, core 

subjects24
 

State 
Assessments 
Reading/Math 

Annually N/A 50th percentile or lower in 
reading and/or 
mathematics 

For Elementary Students 
Risk Indicator Timeframe National Threshold Local Threshold 

Attendance Pre-K – grade 3 Missed 10% or more of instructional time 
(excused and/or unexcused absences) 22

 

 

Behavior Grade 1 Low teacher rating21
  

Reading End of grade 3 Not reading at grade level14, 17, 20
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Risk Indicators for Not Graduating 
 

National risk indicators drawn from the following research: 
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For further information, see Kennelly, L., & Monrad, M. (2007). Approaches to dropout prevention: Heeding 

early warning signs with appropriate interventions. National High School Center. 
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