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TIG Transition Tools

• The Transition Improvement Grant (TIG) has created several on-line 
tools that assists individual educators, school teams and district 
teams in understanding transition-related district and state data 
and the evidence-based practices that lead to increased graduation 
rates and post school outcomes for youth with disabilities.
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Use these tools to . . . 

• Improve postsecondary transition plan (PTP) planning.

• Identify areas of strength and need within your transition strategies and 
activities.

• Develop an individual educator or school team customized transition 
plan to increase student outcomes.

• Conduct predictor self-assessment annually to show progress over time.

• Connect to other district/state initiatives and staff
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Wisconsin Transition 
Improvement Grant 

(TIG) 

Tools to Improve the Post 
School Outcomes of 

Youth with Disabilities
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Wisconsin Post School Outcomes (PSO) Survey of Youth with Disabilities
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The Wisconsin Post School Outcomes website 
provides a place for districts to:

• Collect PSO survey interviews

• View and use local, county and statewide 
Indicator 14 and PSO data

• Access improvement planning tools

• View tools to help understand the survey and 
process and increase survey response rates

• Participate in interviewer training

• Understand Indicator 14



Wisconsin Post School Outcomes Survey of Youth with Disabilities

PSO website:  www.wipso.org
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• Every district in Wisconsin must participate in a PSO survey once 

within a five year period to collect and report Indicator 14 outcomes 

data.

• 2015-16 was the last year of the second five-year cycle – exiters were 

interviewed at the end of the district’s Monitoring year.

• 2016-17 started the next five-year cycle and has changed – exiters 

are now interviewed at the beginning of the new Cyclical Indicators

monitoring cycle.

http://www.wipso.org/


www.wipso.org
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Reviewing district and 
state Indicator 14 
Outcomes is an 
important first step in 
understanding the 
outcomes targeted for 
improvement.

http://www.wipso.org/


TIP:  Review 
Indicator 14 PSOs 
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Wisconsin Post School Outcomes Data
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C:  Percent of Youth Engaged within the 
Year of Leaving High School by Survey 

Year

National WI

• 20116 was 81.0%
• 2015 was 77.6%
• Need to make 1% 

progress annually 
to meet the 2019 
targets.

Where is your 
district?

Indicator 14:  Percent of youth who are no longer in secondary school, 
had Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) in effect at the time they 

left school, and were, within one year of leaving high school :



TIP:  Predictor Ratings and Improvement Planning 
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Predictors of Post School Success

Practices which are likely to lead to 
positive post-school outcomes for 
students with disabilities.
• Extracted from high quality 

correlational research

• Operational definitions and 
essential program characteristics 
from experts in the field.



National In-School Predictors of Post 
School Success
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• Evidence-based  transition activities.

• Provided by schools and transition partners to students with 
disabilities. 

• Increase the percentage of youth who go on to postsecondary 
education or training or enter high quality employment 
following their secondary school exit.

• New combined centers http://www.transitionta.org/

Predictor Ratings and 
Transition Improvement 

Planning (TIP)

http://www.transitionta.org/


TIP:  Predictor Ratings and Improvement Planning 
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 TIP is a self-assessment 

 Provides schools, districts and other 

secondary transition stakeholders a 

framework for determining the 

degree to which their programs and 

activities are implementing 

practices that are likely to lead to 

more positive post school outcomes 

for students with disabilities

 Develop a plan of improvement for 

Predictors determined to be “high 

priority” 



TIP:  Review Graduation and Dropout Rates

• Every district and 2R Charter are required to collect 
and report 
• Graduation Rates – Regular Diploma (Ind 1)

• Dropout Rates – Cohort (Ind 2)
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Indicator 1:  Percent of youth with IEPs graduating from high school with a 
regular diploma

• Graduate - a student who has met the requirements established by a 
school board for a prescribed course of study 

• Regular diploma requirements - same for students with disabilities as 
for students without disabilities.

• WDPI analyzes trend data over a three-year period to identify districts 
for improvement. 

16Transition Improvement Grant (www.witig.org) IDEA CFDA #84.027                                               October 2016



Graduation Rate Calculations

• The number of dropouts in grades 7-12 who drop out of school during 
the given year.

• Divided by the number of students expected to complete the school term 
in those grades. 

Targets*       Actuals

2011-12   =    > 85.0% 68.62%

2012-13   =    > 85.0% 68.70%

2013-14   =    > 85.0% 68.99%

2014-15   =    > 85.0% 67.50%
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Under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), DPI has set these Targets*

CIFMS = DPI Continuous Improvement and 

Focused Monitoring System 



Indicator 2:  Percent of youth with IEPs dropping out of high school

Dropout - Student 
• Was enrolled in school at some time during the previous school year

• Was not enrolled at the reporting time of the current school year (third Friday in September)

• Has not graduated from HS or completed a state- or district-approved educational program

• Does not meet any of the following exclusionary conditions:

• transfer to another school district, private school, or state- or district-approved educational 
program

• temporary absence due to expulsion, suspension or school-excused illness
• deceased

• Students who complete the spring semester of the previous school year but are not enrolled 
by the third Friday in September of the current school year are considered summer dropouts 
or "no shows." Summer dropouts are not counted as dropouts for the previous year. 

• A dropout would be counted for the current school year if the student is not re-enrolled by 
the count date of the following school year. 
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Dropout Rate Calculations

• The number of dropouts in grades 7-12 who drop out of school during 
the given year.

• Divided by the number of students expected to complete the school term 
in those grades. 

Targets*       Actuals

2011-12   =    < 2.19% 1.96%

2012-13   =    < 1.90% 1.75%

2013-14   =    < 1.80% 2.29%

2014-15   =    < 1.70% 1.10%

* original Target was 0% by 2013-14

In WI, the dropout gap 
between students with 

disabilities and all students 
has consistently been less 

than 1%. 
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Under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), DPI has set these Targets*



DPI:  Relationship between Graduation Rates and Dropout Rates

Reducing Dropout Rates

• Reducing the dropout rates for students with disabilities will positively impact the 
gap in graduation rates between students with disabilities and students without 
disabilities. 

• Improvement activities are targeted at continuing to decrease the dropout rate 
for students with disabilities. 

• Wisconsin has developed an Integrated Monitoring System (IMS) to improve 
outcomes for children with disabilities in Wisconsin while ensuring continued 
procedural compliance with state and federal laws and regulations. 
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http://www.witig.org/
http://www.witip.org/


Can We Improve Graduation Rates?   Yes! 

By understanding the correlation between risk factors and applying sound 
intervention strategies, there is optimism that graduation rates can 
indeed be improved. To keep students from dropping out, we need to 
know two things:

1. Which students are most at risk? 

2. What intervention programs are the most effective? 

Knowing these things means that we can intervene both at the individual 
student level, and at the school or district level. 
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What works? Some practices hold promise

• Many dropout intervention programs have been developed, but we do not 
know which of them would have the best effect on dropout rates. 

• The What Works Clearinghouse at the Institute for Education Sciences (IES) 
evaluates educational interventions, and it has evaluated 28 dropout 
prevention programs.  

• Of the 28 dropout prevention programs described on the IES website, 13 have 
demonstrated some “evidence of positive or potentially positive effects for at 
least one improvement outcome,” meaning that they have demonstrated some 
effectiveness in helping students to stay in school or show improvement in 
school.

• Of these 13, however, only five have demonstrated “potentially positive” 
effects in helping students to complete school.
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DPI Plan for Increasing Graduation with a Diploma (Ind 1) and          
Decreasing Dropout Rates (Ind 2)

Major Goals (same for both Indicators)

1. Decrease the gap in graduation rates between students with disabilities 
and students without disabilities.

2. Decrease the dropout rate for students with disabilities.

Primary Objectives

• Promote development of positive school climates.

• Promote development of district policies and procedures that eliminate 
barriers to graduation for students with disabilities.

• Assist districts in understanding the relationship among qualified staff, 
adequate resources, and student achievement.

• Identify multiple options for student learning and school success.
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National Resources

Checklist Goals

1. National Technical Assistance Center 
for Transition (NTACT) 

2. National Center on Secondary 
Education and Training (NCSET)

3. IES What Works Clearinghouse –
Dropout Prevention Practice Guide

4. National Dropout Prevention Center –
Students with Disabilities

5. National Dropout Prevention 
Center/Network
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http://transitionta.org/
http://www.ncset.org/
http://www.ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=9
http://www.ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practice_guides/dp_pg_090308.pdf
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/
http://dropoutprevention.org/


TIP:  Graduation Rate Ratings and Improvement Plan

 It is important to understand that 

children with risk factors are often 

the reflection of factors beyond 

their control. 

 We have the ability to identify the 

students who are most likely to 

dropout. 

 This means that we can intervene 

both at the individual student 

level, as well as the school and 

district level. Educators must 

meet their needs without blame.
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http://youtu.be/ORnr6fvDeR8

http://youtu.be/ORnr6fvDeR8


27

http://dpi.wi.gov/excforall
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http://www.witig.org/
http://www.witip.org/
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http://www.witig.org/
http://www.witip.org/


DPI School Improvement Review Checklists

Checklist Goals

• Tools to help school districts determine if they have policies in place in each 
area for students with disabilities that impact student engagement and 
eventual graduation. 

• By completing the checklists and documenting the source and location of 
related documents, the district is in a position to address any areas not covered 
that may be negatively impacting their students with disabilities. 

Primary Objectives

1. Instructions and Summary Card

2. Suspension/Expulsion Policy and Procedures Review Checklist

3. Graduation Policy and Procedures Review Checklist

4. Attendance/Truancy Policy and Procedures Review Checklist
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http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/spp1-pprc-instructions.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/pdf/podfm-pprc-sus-exp.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/pdf/podfm-pprc-grad.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/pdf/podfm-pprc-att-tru.pdf


DPI Resources

Checklist Goals

1. Information Update 10.08: High School Graduation and Students with Disabilities: 

How Students with Disabilities Meet the High School Graduation Requirements

2. Student Services / Prevention and Wellness

3. Graduation Page

4. Wisconsin Safe and Supportive Schools / 2014 Questionnaire

For further information, contact DPI Consultant

Eva Kubinski (608) 266-2899
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http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/bulletins/10-08
http://dpi.wi.gov/sspw?old=sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_gradsummitrsrcs
http://dpi.wi.gov/graduation
dpi.wi.gov/sspw/safe-schools/safe-and-supportive
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/s3questionnaire.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/user/776/contact
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http://dpi.wi.gov/wise
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http://dpi.wi.gov/wise


WISEdash Data dashboard
• Districts can access data provided to DPI and determine the probability of 

their 7th - 9th grade students not graduating on time or dropping out of 
school.

• Using the WISEdash portal, districts can access multiple data sets and 
supplement data submitted to the state with their own local data to catch 
students at risk for not graduating on time before those students enter 
high school. 

32Transition Improvement Grant (www.witig.org) IDEA CFDA #84.027   WiTIP (www.witip.org)                                                   October 2016

http://www.witig.org/
http://www.witip.org/


DEWS Data

• Dropout Early Warning System (DEWS) scores are available for all students in grades 6 through 9 beginning 
in 2012-13. 

• The DEWS score is a number from 0-100 that represents the probability of a student graduating within 4 
years of entering high school. 

• The DEWS score is calculated individually for each student and represents how often similar students 
graduated high school on schedule in prior years. Thus, a student with a score of 60 has reported data that 
looks very similar to students in previous cohorts who graduated on schedule 60% of the time. For your 
convenience the DEWS score is broken into three categories of risk – high, moderate, and low risk.

• Early predictors of dropping out include low attendance and achievement rates, high expulsion and 
suspension rates along with high mobility rates. To help educators identify students who are at risk of 
dropping out and in need of additional supports early—in the middle grades—DPI developed the Dropout 
Early Warning System (DEWS). DEWS provides educators with risk scores for all middle school students.
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DEWS (Dropout Early Warning System)

• Dropping out of school is a process, not an event.

• DPI developed the Dropout Early Warning System (DEWS) to help educators identify 
students who are at risk of dropping out and in need of additional supports early—in 
the middle grades.

• Predicting which current 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students are at a higher risk of 
dropping out of school later on can lead to critical interventions that prevent students 
from actually dropping out.

• DEWS provides educators with risk scores for all middle school students.

• Early predictors of dropping out include 
• Attendance in the prior school year (ISES YE)
• Days removed for out-of-school suspension or expulsion in the prior school year (ISES YE)
• Number of school and district moves in the prior school year (ISES YE)
• WKCE performance in reading and mathematics in the prior school year (WSAS)
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Questions or Comments?

TIG staff are here to help your district

If interested in :

* Post School Outcomes Survey Annually

* Interviewer Training

* TIP or GRIP Training

* Post School Outcomes Data 

Contact either

35

mkampa@cesa10.k12.wi.us jennyj@witig.org
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